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Severely separate. Each branch of language teaching
bears upon and co-operates with every other branch,
and periods on the time table will not be rigidly separated
according to one or other of our chief aims. On the
other hand, as we shall see later, it is necessary for the
teacher to keep these four aims separately before his
mind to avoid disproportionate attention to any one^of
them to the neglect of the others, and to be ready with
special periodical and occasional exercises for the attain-
ment of one or other of them in particular. These points
will become clearer as we proceed.
For the moment we shall do well to try to arrive at
some rough preliminary high school standards for each
of these four objects of our language teaching. By
keeping such standards before him the teacher will -be
able to avoid disproportion in his teaching.
Another important caution is supplied by the special
obstacles to the success of English teaching already
enumerated in this chapter, viz., that we must avoid the
temptation of pitching our standards impossibly high*
To do so is to court confusion, and perhaps disaster. We
must, on the other hand, steadily limit our standards to
those which in the circumstances we can fairly expect
to be reached with reasonable intelligence and effort on
the part of the teacher. This caution has a significant
bearing on the question of the teaching of English litera-
ture (as distinct from language) in the high school) a
point to be elaborated presently. But it also means
control of enthusiasms as regards the four aims just
enumerated; and I shall confine myself in each case to
what the Americans call the ' minimal essential', to wit,,
the least that can satisfy requirements.
Speaking
First, then, as regards speaking. Here our first and
foremost requirement is ability to speak accurately and
easily the ordinary language of daily conversation. At
present few pupils attain to this. Ability to make set
speeches, to address an audience in the language of
oratory, comes along way second, though it has its uses,'
At present college students are rather better in this tfyaii
in the colloquial,.language-of daily life. But,the %po;int

